[image: image1.png](®

MO EAL'S 92,5




[image: image2.jpg](.ﬂ'iéﬁ X
M¢7
Olympigues speciaux
Special Olympics
Québec



[image: image3.jpg]LAW ENFORCEMENT

FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS




MEDIA RELEASE
For immediate release
49H ON THE ROOF OF A WAL-MART STORE IN THE DEAD OF WINTER
Montreal, January 19, 2009 – On January 23, 24 and 25, two Montreal Police Department officers will spend 49 hours on the roof of the Wal-Mart store located along highway 40 in Kirkland. Whatever the weather, Officer Mary Jack and Sergeant Marc Ratté of Neighbourhood Station 1, which serves Kirkland and other cities, will camp out on the store’s roof. 
Cops-on-Top, as this event is called, will bring a close to Wal-Mart’s Toonies for Torches campaign organized as part of the Law Enforcement Torch Run for the benefit of Special Olympics. From January 9 to 25, Wal-Mart customers across the country are asked to support athletes living with an intellectual disability with the purchase of a $2 symbolic torch. The funds raised will go to the training programmes being offered and to the network of adapted competitions in which most of Quebec’s 4,000 athletes take part. This is the first time that this pan-Canadian campaign is held in Quebec.  
“We were looking for a different way to show our support of special athletes”, says Officer Mary Jack. “It’s a big challenge, especially in winter, adds Sergeant Marc Ratté. We’re doing this because we are aware of the many challenges these athletes face every day while our ordeal will only last 49 hours.”
The two law enforcement officers will climb on the roof of Kirkland’s Wal-Mart store at 4 p.m. on Friday, January 23, and climb down on Sunday, January 25, when the store closes at 5 p.m. For 49 hours, they will eat and sleep in a tent on the roof. 
Montreal’s Q92 radio station, a partner of this event, will be on site. Host Donna Saker will also climb on the roof on Saturday and Sunday to spend some time with the two campers. 
“I’m very excited about this project. I invite everyone to come by and cheer us on”, says Ms. Saker. 
Those wishing to make a donation in support of the two officers will be able to purchase torches at the check-out of the Wal-Mart store in Kirkland. And Flick, the Montreal Police Department’s mascot, will be there to greet shoppers throughout the weekend.
About the Law Enforcement Torch Run
All over the world, the Law Enforcement Torch Run is the most important annual campaign benefiting Special Olympics. This fund-raiser also promotes the Special Olympics movement and raises public awareness of the cause of people living with an intellectual disability. 
About Special Olympics Quebec
The mission of Special Olympics Quebec is to enrich the lives of people with an intellectual disability through sport and foster their inclusion into society. Active in more than 165 countries, the Special Olympics movement has more than 4,000 athletes registered throughout Quebec. These athletes train in any of the 15 sports on the programme and most of them participate in a network of over 80 competitions held each year. 
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